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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings,
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities.
3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it. Holding
Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part of all
family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they feel
in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.

Character

Conference Talk:
For more information on this topic read “The Transforming Power of Faith and Character,” by
Elder Richard G. Scott, Ensign, Nov 2010, 43.
Thought:
It is nobility of character, that fabric of inner strength and conviction woven from countless
righteous decisions, that gives life its direction.
(Elder Richard G. Scott, “The Transforming Power of Faith and Character,” Enisgn, Nov 2010, 43.)

Song:
“Our Primary Colors,” Children’s Songbook, p. 258

Scripture:
Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy
father, should walk before me for ever: but now the Lord saith, Be it far from me; for them
that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.
(1 Samuel 2:30)

Lesson:
Assign the following scripture blocks to different family members and invite them to make
a list of words or phrases describing Moses’ character traits:
Exodus 2:11–25
Numbers 12:3
Acts 7:22–29
Hebrews 11:24–27
Ask each person to discuss what was found. Ask:
• Which of Moses’ qualities impresses you most?
• Which trait would you most like to have and why?
• What would you have to do to obtain these same qualities?
(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint Families: The Old
Testament, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2009], p. 32.)

Story:
Taken from a letter to the members of the Church in the Tahitian Mission, dated March 31,
1939, and signed by President David O. McKay.
When I visited the beautiful Island of Tahiti in 1921 I learned of an incident associated
with Brother Vaio, (a member of the Church), who was then captain of one of the government
schooners.
The newly appointed governor of the island was to make a tour of inspection of a
government-owned vessel. Captain Vaio and his associates decorated their ship, placed fruits
and delicacies on the table, and made ready for a suitable and appropriate reception to his
excellency. A glass of wine was placed at each plate with which at the proper time all would
respond to the toast and drink to the health of the governor. There was one exception
however—at Captain Vaio's plate there was placed a glass of lemonade. One of his associates

protested saying that he would offend the governor if he drank only lemonade at the toast, but
notwithstanding these protestations Brother Vaio insisted that he would drink only lemonade when the
toast was proposed.
It was Captain Vaio's responsibility and honor to make the welcome speech. This he did, and at the
conclusion he explained in substance:
"Your Excellency, before proposing the toast I wish to explain why I am drinking lemonade instead
of the customary wine. I am a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Every
Sunday morning I teach a class of young people. It is one of our tenets not to drink wine or strong
drink, tea, nor coffee, nor use tobacco. I cannot consistently tell them not to use intoxicating liquor and
then indulge myself; therefore, you will understand why on this occasion I am drinking lemonade. And
now I propose a toast to the health and happiness of his Excellency, governor of Tahiti."
There was a tense silence among the ship's crew as the Governor arose to make his response. He
was a true gentleman and appreciated the loyalty and manhood of the man who had given the
welcoming speech. In substance the governor said:
"Captain Vaio, I thank you and your associates for this hearty welcome, and I am glad to learn that
you maintain the ideals of your Church in regard to temperance. I wish we had more men with such
sterling character to take charge of the government's ships."
(Clare Middlemiss, Cherished Experiences from the Writings of President David O. McKay, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Company, 1955].)

Activity:

Give everyone a sheet of paper with the following scrambled words on them. Tell them these are all
words that describe good character traits and let them unscramble them.
ONHTES
AYOLL

(HONEST)

(LOYAL)

GEORACOUUS
ONEESPSIBRL
NKDI

(KIND)

AFRI

(FAIR)

TVEACRIE

(ENTHUSIASTIC)

(CARING)

WHYTSORTRUT
OOCATIPEERV
HRUSOUMO
UMHITYLI
IWMSDO

(RESPONSIBLE)

(CREATIVE)

SIASEICNUTTH
RIGCAN

(COURAGEOUS)

(TRUSTWORTHY)

(COOPERATIVE)

(HUMOROUS)

(HUMILITY)

(WISDOM)

Refreshment
Layered Cookies
1/2 cup butter or margarine
1 cup graham cracker crumbs
1 cup coconut
1 cup chocolate chips
1 cup butterscotch chips
1 cup chopped nuts
1 can sweetened condensed milk

Preheat oven to 350° F. Melt butter in a 9x13-inch pan. Sprinkle over the butter, in layers, graham
cracker crumbs, then coconut, then chocolate chips, then butterscotch chips, then nuts. Drizzle with
sweetened condensed milk. Bake for 30 minutes. Cut away from sides of pan when you take from
oven. Cut in squares while still warm.
(Lion House Desserts, [Salt Lake City:Eagle Gate, 2000] p.108.)
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