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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings,
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities.
3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it. Holding
Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part of all
family members.
5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.

Loyalty

Conference Talk:
For more information on this topic read “Never Leave Him,” by Elder Neil L.
Andersen, Ensign, Nov 2010, 39.
Thought:
Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Will ye also go away?”
In my own mind I have answered that question many times: “Absolutely
not! Not me! I will never leave Him! I am here forever!” I know you have
answered the same way.
(Elder Neil L. Andersen, “Never Leave Him,” Ensign, Nov 2010, 39.)

Song:
“How Firm a Foundation,” Hymns, #85.

Scripture:
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind.
Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the
power of God.
(2 Timothy 1:7-8)

Lesson:
Prior to family scripture study obtain a picture of Peter’s Denial (such as
Gospel Art Kit, no. 229—available at lds.org). Also find a picture of a rooster.
Display the two pictures and ask your family what they have to do with each
other. Read John 13:37–38 to your family and ask, What prophecy did Jesus
make about Peter? Read together John 18:15–18, 25–27. Ask:
• What questions were asked of Peter and how did he answer them?
• How was Jesus’ prophecy fulfilled?
• Looking at the picture of Peter’s Denial, how does the artist portray
Peter’s feelings about what he had done?
• How do you think Peter felt when he heard the rooster crow the third
time?
Invite your family to share ways people “deny” the Savior today. Discuss
ways your family can avoid denying the Savior in their lives.

(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint Families:
The New Testament, [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2006], p. 139.)

Story:

by Joseph Fielding Smith

Some time in the spring of 1844 . . . , two young men, Robert Scott and Dennison L. Harris, were
invited to attend a secret meeting of . . . conspirators [against the Prophet Joseph Smith]. Dennison L.
Harris was the son of Emer Harris, brother of Martin Harris. . . . Robert Scott at the time of this
incident was living at the home of William Law. It was on this account that he and his companion were
invited to attend the secret meeting. . . . Young Harris was also asked to invite his father, Emer Harris.
These boys considered well this invitation and then consulted with Emer Harris, who concluded to take
the matter to the Prophet Joseph Smith.
After hearing the story Joseph Smith instructed the father to stay away, but said he thought it would
be well for the two boys to attend, but before going they were to receive some advice from him and
follow his instructions carefully. Following the Prophet's instructions they attended the first two
meetings, and each time made their report to the Prophet. The conspirators gave the time to abuse and
falsehood concerning President Joseph Smith, and the discussion of their future plans. When the young
men reported the second time their attendance the Prophet seemed to be in doubt as to the wisdom of
the young men attending further meetings. He asked them to visit him again before the third meeting to
which they were invited, which, like the others, was held on a Sunday. When the time came for the
meeting these youths called for the Prophet's instruction. He had made it a matter of prayer and he said
to them, "This will be the last time that they will admit you into their councils. They will come to some
determination, but be sure that you make no covenant, nor enter into any obligations whatever with
them." When they arrived at the place of meeting the young men were astonished to see it guarded by
men with muskets, and after due scrutiny they were admitted. In the meeting the Prophet and his
brother Hyrum and others were accused of the most wicked acts. They said that President Joseph Smith
was a fallen prophet and his death was necessary to save the Church. An oath had been prepared which
each of those present was asked to take. The candidates in turn would step up to the table where
Francis M. Higbee, a justice of the peace, was stationed, and he would ask: "Are you ready?"
Receiving from each a favorable reply he administered the following oath:
"You solemnly swear, before God and all holy angels, and these your brethren by whom you are
surrounded that you will give your life, your liberty, your influence, your all, for the destruction of
Joseph Smith and his party, so help you God!"
The person taking this oath would then say, "I do," after which he would lay down the Bible on
which the oath was taken, and sign his name to a written copy of the oath in a book, which would then
be acknowledged by the justice of the peace.
No doubt the amazed boys were frightened, and wondered how these men, formerly faithful
members in the councils of the Church who had pledged their faith and their loyalty to the Prophet
only a few months before, could stoop so low as they found them at these secret meetings. Like
members of the Gadianton secret band these conspirators had lost all sense of honor. This oath was
administered to each of those present, among them three women who were heavily veiled.
At the last the turn came for the two boys to take the pledge, but this they resolutely and manfully
refused to do, stating that Joseph Smith had done them no harm and they were too young to understand
these things. The anger of the leaders of this secret band was aroused. They first coaxed and then
argued and when this failed, they threatened them with death. "Come, boys," they said, "do as we have
done. You are young, and will not have anything to do in the affair, but we want you should keep it a
secret, and act with us; that is all." "No," they replied, "we cannot take an oath like that against any
man who has never done us any injury." They tried to pass out of the place, but were stopped by one of

the guards who said, "No! not by a _____ _____! You know all our plans and arrangements, and we
don't propose that you should leave in that style. You've got to take the oath, or you'll never leave here
alive. They were then surrounded by these fiends of the bottomless pit, who with drawn swords and
knives were determined to take their lives. The leaders finally concluded that the deed of blood could
not be committed there, as the house was too near the street. So the young men were taken to the cellar
and preparations were made for the execution. At this point someone called attention to the fact that the
parents of the boys evidently knew where they were, and if they did not return a search would be put
on foot that might prove to be very dangerous for the plotters. After some more arguing and
consultation the conspirators reluctantly released the boys with a threat if they ever divulged the
actions of these secret meetings, they would be killed. Under a guard they were escorted from the
place. Wisely they took their departure leaving the impression that they would hold their tongues. They
immediately took their course towards the river in the opposite direction from their homes, conveying
the impression to their enemies by word and act, that they would keep their secret. On the river bank
they met the Prophet and an elder brother of Robert Scott, who were waiting for them. To the Prophet
these two boys told their harrowing story.
(Jack M. Lyon, Linda Ririe Gundry, Jay A. Parry, Best-Loved Stories of the LDS People, Vol. 1, [Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book, 1997].)

Activity:
Place a large paper grocery sack in the center of the room with the top of the sack open.
Have each person take a turn to pick up the sack with his mouth. He may touch the floor only with
his feet and may not use his hands. Those who are unsuccessful or fall over are eliminated.
For the next round, cut the top of the sack with scissors so that the sack is only half as tall. Let the
remaining people take a turn to pick up the shorter sack with their teeth.
Continue the contest by cutting off half of the sack each time and eliminating those people who
fail. The last person who remains is the champion ostrich.
(George and Jeane Chipman, Games! Games! Games!, [Salt Lake City: Shadow Mountain, 1983], p.183.)

Refreshment
HONEY CANDY
1/2 cup water
1 cup honey
1 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon baking soda

Butter a baking sheet. Set aside. In a saucepan, combine water, honey, and sugar. Boil, stirring
occasionally, until candy reaches hard-ball stage (about 260 degrees on candy thermometer). Remove
from heat and add baking soda. Pour into buttered pan. Cool. Break into bite-size pieces. Makes 1
pound.
(Paula Julander and Joanne Milner, Utah State Fare, [Salt Lake City: Shadow Mountain, 1995], p. 200.)
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