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LDS Living Article Submission Guidelines 
 
LDS Living gives expression to what it means to live as a Mormon. By sharing practical 
information and seeking out the best things in LDS culture, we hope to empower our 
readers to make the most of the joys and challenges of life and enjoy their unique 
heritage to its fullest. We provide articles that inspire and uplift our readers with endless 
ideas, featuring articles online and in print on issues real-life Mormons are dealing with, 
recipes, self-help, parenting and relationship advice, behind-the-scenes looks, and in-
depth coverage of a wide variety of topics important to Latter-day Saints. 
 
We appreciate and encourage the influx of new ideas and articles from outside sources 
that keep our content fresh and relevant. If you are interested in writing for our 
magazine or website, please follow our submission guidelines as outlined below. 
 

Types of Articles 
 
LDS Living publishes a variety of articles, but most tend to fall into the following 
categories. If your article doesn’t fit into one of these categories, there’s a good chance 
it’s not a good fit for our magazine. If it does, we’d love to see it, and your chances of 
hearing back from us and getting published will be much greater. 
 

 Helpful tips and guides for issues Latter-day Saints are dealing with. 
This is a huge portion of our content production, and it is one of the areas we 
specialize in most. LDS Living bridges the gap between secular publications, 
which may discuss topics from a worldly perspective but are not capable of 
addressing the nuances particular to LDS culture and official Church publications 
like the Ensign that take a more spiritual approach. Articles should be oriented to 
an LDS audience and take into account specific LDS considerations, and they 
should also contain practical, actionable advice citing experts and people 
speaking from personal experience rather than scriptures and general authorities. 
For example: 

o The Crusade for Cleanliness: Fighting the Battle Against Pornography 
o How to Keep Your Kids Reverent in Church 
o What Not to Say to Stay-at-Home or Working Moms 
o Infertility: When Children Don’t Come Easily 
o How To Get Teens to Read the Book of Mormon 
o Marriage and the Slippery Slope of Social Media 
o How to Prepare a Great Sacrament Talk 

 Exploration of LDS cultural trends. These should take the time to 
investigate trends more thoroughly and educate the reader. For example: 

o The Midsingles Phenomenon within the LDS Church 
o To Mormons, with Love from Your Non-LDS Neighbor 
o The Church in Papua New Guinea 
o 6 Months Later: The Impact of the Missionary Age Change 

http://www.ldsliving.com/story/68434-fighting-the-battle-against-pornography
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/68059-lds-how-to-keep-your-kids-reverent-in-church
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/72069-7-things-you-shouldnt-say-to-stay-at-home-moms
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/72075-7-things-you-shouldnt-say-to-working-moms
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/64783-infertility-when-children-dont-come-easily
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/66272-lds-how-to-get-teens-to-read-the-book-of-mormon
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/71706-marriage-the-slippery-slope-of-social-media
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/70285-lds-how-to-prepare-a-great-sacrament-meeting-talk
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/69313-the-midsingles-phenomenon-in-the-lds-church
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/66944-to-mormons-with-love-from-your-non-lds-neighbor
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/68995-the-lds-church-in-papua-new-guinea
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/72139-six-months-later-the-impact-of-the-missionary-age-change
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 Discussion posts on LDS cultural trends (online only). These posts are 
often brief but the most viral content we have on our site. They usually observe a 
trend in LDS culture and briefly investigate both sides of the issue—then turn it 
to the reader to comment. Most of these issues have no right or wrong answer, 
and we refrain from dictating one. For example: 

o Leggings: Modest or Not? 
o Inside the Mind of the Mormon Man 
o Treats in Church: Good or Bad? 
o Would You Date a Non-RM? 
o Saving Seats in Church: When Is It Too Much? 

 Inspirational stories of Latter-day Saints doing great things. We 
publish fewer of these than any other type of article, so for them to be accepted, 
these should be truly exceptional stories. There are a lot of Mormons who have 
done service, gotten in car accidents, or started non-profits. What makes your 
story better than or different from all the rest? For example: 

o Sharing Her Hope: Stephanie Nielson of NieNie Dialogues 
o Mortars and Miracles: Mormons in the Military 
o Continuing the Legacy: LDS Living Interview with General Relief Society 

President Julie B. Beck 
o Let It Go: A Story of Tragedy and the Power of Forgiveness 

 Fun and interesting—but little-known—pieces of Mormonism. Little 
pieces of history and trivia most Mormons might not know but would really enjoy 
knowing or perspectives that would expose our readers to new ideas. For 
example: 

o Butch Cassidy, a Mormon? 
o Temple Trivia Quiz 
o Where Are They Now? What Happened to Our Favorite Mormon 

Celebrities 
o Where Did the CTR Ring Come From? 

 

Qualities of Successful Articles 
 
Reading the examples above will help you to get the best feel for our style of content, but 
here are a few additional tips.  
 

 Length: Most articles we publish for print are either 1,800 or 3,000 words long. 
If your article is 3,500 words long, that isn’t a big deal—but if it’s over 4,000 
words, cut it before you send it, or we won’t consider it. Online-only articles 
should be under 1,000 words. 

 Sources: Interview a variety of people for your article. Most articles, with the 
exception of a few written from a first-person perspective, should have multiple 
sources. Try to get at least one person who can speak to the issue from personal 
experience and at least one expert, whether that is a professor, an author, a 
therapist, or whatever applies to the article you are writing. 

http://www.ldsliving.com/story/65939-lifestyle-leggings-modest-or-not-poll
http://www.ldsliving.com/tag/Inside%20the%20Mind%20of%20the%20Mormon%20Man
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/71339-ldsl-blog-treats-in-church-good-or-bad-poll
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/71905-would-you-date-a-non-rm
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/72990-saving-seats-in-church-when-is-it-too-much
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/69641-stephanie-nielson-of-nienie-dialogues-sharing-her-hope
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/70820-mortars-miracles-mormons-in-the-military
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/68005-lds-living-interview-with-general-relief-society-president-julie-b-beck
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/68005-lds-living-interview-with-general-relief-society-president-julie-b-beck
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/71058-let-it-go-a-story-of-tragedy-and-the-power-of-forgiveness
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/72609-butch-cassidy-a-mormon
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/71736-lds-temple-trivia-quiz
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/70577-where-are-they-now-ijohnny-lingoi-cast-and-mormon-rap
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/70577-where-are-they-now-ijohnny-lingoi-cast-and-mormon-rap
http://www.ldsliving.com/story/72974-where-did-the-ctr-ring-come-from
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 Voice: Articles should not be too stiff and academic in nature—we are a lifestyle 
magazine. But with the exception of discussion posts designed solely for online 
publication, they should also not be too casual. Find a balance of something that 
is professional yet comfortable. You can address the readers, but don’t get chatty 
with them. 

 

Submission Process 
 
Due to the large volume of queries we receive and our small staff, we are unable to 
respond to every article proposal, but we do read and review every submission. If we are 
interested in your article, we will respond within one month. If you do not hear from us 
within that timeframe, we have decided the article is not a good fit for our needs; please 
do not email repeatedly or call. Making sure your article fits into one of the categories 
above and your submission follows the steps outlined below will improve your chances 
of publication. 
 

1. Address emails to editor@ldsliving.com. We will not accept telephone queries, 
and we do not accept submissions of paper manuscripts by mail or any other way. 
Only email submissions will be considered.  

2. In the subject line, please write “ARTICLE QUERY” followed by a colon and the 
topic or title of your submission. 

3. In the body of the email, please include a brief explanation of your proposed 
article, including the following: 

a. The topic and the specific angle from which you intend to address it in 5 
sentences or less 

b. Your experience with the topic and qualifications as a writer (if you have 
been published previously, please provide links to your writing samples) 

c. Why you think it would be a good fit for LDS Living and what value it 
would provide to our readers 

d. Whether you are submitting this article for publication online or in print. 
4. If you have completed the article, please attach it to the email. We will never 

publish an article without first discussing it with you and signing a contract. 
5. If you have not completed the article, please include the following information: 

a. An in-depth description of what would be covered in the article 
b. Proposed word count 
c. Date by which article could be completed 
d. A writing sample of similar nature. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: We will only accept articles for publication on spec. If we indicate 
interest in a proposed article, we think it has a high potential for success with our 
audience based on the topic and your writing abilities, but we cannot guarantee 
publication or payment. Only after we have seen the entire article will we make a 
decision on whether it is acceptable for publication or not. 

mailto:editor@ldsliving.com

